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Bakgrund

Ordforandena for PA-UfM-delegationen respektive IPU-delegationen fram-
forde 1 en skrivelse till riksdagsstyrelsen den 8 april 2011 (dnr 049-2548-
2010/11) dnskemal om att den arliga redogdrelsen for delegationernas verk-
samhet ska lamnas till kammaren i stéllet for som tidigare till riksdagsstyrelsen
for att ytterligare synliggora verksamheten. I utredningen om riksdagens inter-
nationella verksamhet (RivUt, 2010/11:URF1) framfors att det ar angeldget att
det internationella engagemanget i hogre grad integreras med riksdagens 6v-
riga verksamhet. En debatt i kammaren ger ledamé&terna mojlighet att sprida
kunskap och information till varandra och till allménheten. Riksdagsstyrelsen
beslutade 2012 att 6verlimna redogorelserna till riksdagen. Arendena bered-
des av utrikesutskottet, och det holls debatt i kammaren. I dversynen av riks-
dagsordningen (2012/13:URF3) som gjordes av en kommitté under ledning av
talmannen, foreslas att denna forséksverksamhet ska fortsétta eftersom den
kan ge underlag for fortsatta dverviganden. Riksdagsstyrelsen har i framstall-
ningen Oversyn av riksdagsordningen (2013/14:RS3) forklarat sig dela kom-
mitténs uppfattning.

Riksdagsstyrelsen har mot denna bakgrund och i enlighet med 10 § lagen
(2011:745) med instruktion for Riksdagsforvaltningen, beslutat att Gverlamna
redogorelsen for verksamheten for 2018 fran riksdagens delegation till Parla-
mentariska forsamlingen for Unionen for Medelhavet (PA-UfM) till riksda-
gen.



Sammanfattning

Fragor i fokus under 2018 har bland annat handlat om utokat samarbete mellan
medlemsparlamenten i Medelhavsldnderna och Europa for att bekdmpa
terrorism och véldsam extremism, vilket var huvudtemat for den arliga for-
samlingssessionen i Kairo, Egypten, den 28-29 april, som riksdagens
PA-UfM-delegation deltog i. De permanenta utskotten har bland annat be-
handlat fragor kopplade till internationellt samarbete inom migration och flyk-
tingfragor. Den digitala revolutionens mojligheter for utbildning och nya ar-
betstillfallen har varit andra teman. I samband med sessionen i Kairo dverlam-
nades ordférandeskapet for forsamlingen fran Egypten till Europaparlamentet.

I anslutning till sessionen deltog ocksé den svenska PA-UfM-delegationen
i ett studiebesdksprogram samordnat av den svenska ambassaden i Kairo, med
fokus pé ekonomisk reform, entreprendrskap, innovation och sysselséttning.

Andra aktiviteter under varen 2018 var en studieresa som den svenska
PA-UfM-delegationen genomforde till Tunisien den 11-12 april dér civilsam-
héllet och jamstélldhetsfragor hade en framtrddande roll.

Under 2018 tog dven PA-UfM beslut om att inrtta ett permanent sekreta-
riat i Rom, en fraga som varit aktuell inom organisationen under en tid.

Ambitionen for den svenska PA-UfM-delegationen har varit att genom del-
tagande i moten och aktiviteter arbeta for demokrati och ménskliga rattigheter,
fred, stabilitet och vélstand runt Medelhavet, forstarkt samarbete i sociala och
kulturella fragor, jadmstéilldhet och héllbar utveckling bland andra fragor. Sve-
rige valdes senast under 2017 in som medlem i kvinnoutskottet, som en av tre
vice ordférande.

Arbetet i PA-UfM har, liksom 2017 och tidigare ér, dock fortlopt med en
relativt lag intensitet, vilket till stor del har att gora med organisationens ad-
ministrativa tillkortakommanden och bristfélliga organisering. Beslut togs
dérfér av talmannen efter samrdd med gruppledarna i oktober 2018 att inte
utse en ny PA-UfM-delegation for mandatperioden 2018-2022. Riksdagen
kommer fortsatt att vara medlem i organisationen men inte att aktivt delta i
nagra moten. Riksdagen kommer att folja utvecklingen, och forhoppningen ar
att organisationens brister kan komma att dtgérdas over tid. Med anledning av
detta var den svenska PA-UfM-delegationen saledes aktiv under enbart forsta
delen av 2018, fram till och med riksdagsvalet. I arsredogodrelsen redovisas
delegationens verksamhet under forsta halvan av 2018 och de aktiviteter som
genomfOrts inom ramen for dessa.

Stockholm i februari 2019

Olle Thorell (S)
Ordforande (—september 2018)

Helena Lundstedt

Delegationssekreterare

2018/19:RS2



2018/19:RS2

Innehéllsforteckning

Redogorelsens huvudsakliga innehall............ccooevevenenienienieneeeeeeen 1
BaKGIUNG ...ttt eeeas 2
SamMANTAttNING ....c..eoiviiiiiieieeieet e 3

Redogorelse for verksamheten inom Parlamentariska forsamlingen
for Unionen for Medelhavet (PA-UfM) och den svenska

delegationens arbete under 2018..........ccoiieiiiieiieee e 5
1 PA-UfM och dess organisation............cecueveeruerienenrieneenienieneenienienieenens 5
2 Verksamheten 2018 ........ccoooieiiiiiiiiiiieieieteteeeeeeee et 7

2.1 UtsKOtSarbetet .......ccoeveuieieieieiiicicicccceeeeeee e 7
2.2 Forsamlingssessionen och antagna rekommendationer........................ 8
2.3 Toppméte for medlemslanderna...........ooeeceeveenienienennenienenicneeene 10
2.4 Studiebesoksprogram i EGypten.........ccecvveerieiinieneeieseeeeeeeeene 11
2.5 Motesprogram i TUNISIEN ..c...evueerierierieenienienieeieeeerieee e 11
2.6 OVIIZA MOLEN ...ovoeeeeeeeee e 12
3 Framatblickande ..........coeoveoieniiniiniiiiiiciececceee e 12
4 Den svenska delegationen ............coceveeverieneenienieneeieneeneeeese e 13

Bilagor

Rekommendation — politiska utskottet...........cecceeeeerierinienieeeeeeeeee 14

Rekommendation — ekonomiska utskottet ............ccoceevirieneniinencnicneene 20

Rekommendation — kKvinnoutsKottet ..........coevevenienienenienieniciecieecene 25

Rekommendation fran toppmétet for talman ..........c..ccceeeevenecnecneccnennne. 28



2018/19:RS2

Redogorelse for verksamheten inom
Parlamentariska forsamlingen for Unionen
for Medelhavet (PA-UfM) och den svenska
delegationens arbete under 2018

1 PA-UfM och dess organisation

Den parlamentariska forsamlingen for Unionen for Medelhavet (PA-UfM) ar
en motesplats for parlamentariker fran EU och Medelhavslanderna. Férsam-
lingen har som mal att skapa fred, stabilitet och vilstand runt Medelhavet samt
att 6ka forstaelsen och samhorigheten mellan de lander som deltar. Malet &r
att skapa ett gemensamt omrade runt Medelhavet med fred och stabilitet, delat
vélstand och forstirkt samarbete i sociala och kulturella fragor, baserat pa
grundlidggande principer som respekt for ménskliga réttigheter och demokrati.

Samarbetet har sitt ursprung i den sa kallade Barcelonaprocessen — ett part-
nerskap pa regeringssidan mellan EU och Medelhavsldnderna som inleddes
1995. Samarbetet Gvergick sd smaningom till att bli Partnerskapet Europa-
Medelhavet (EMP eller Euromed). En radgivande parlamentarisk férsamling
for Euromedsamarbetet, den sé kallade Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary
Assembly (Empa), bildades 2004. Fyra ar senare fordjupades regeringssamar-
betet och kom att bli Unionen fér Medelhavet (UfM). Dess parlamentariska
forsamling kallas Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean
(PA-UfM), eller pé svenska den parlamentariska férsamlingen f6r Unionen for
Medelhavet.

Barcelonaprocessen eller Euromedsamarbetet dr ett samarbete mellan EU
och ett antal linder i Mellandstern och Nordafrika som grénsar till Medelhavet.
Processen vilar pd den s.k. Barcelonadeklarationen med de fyra huvud-
inriktningarna politik, ekonomi, kultur och migration. I december 2003 beslot
man att uppritta en radgivande parlamentarisk forsamling for Euro-
medsamarbetet, vilken kom att kallas Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary
Assembly (Empa). Barcelonaprocessen fick 2008 en fortséttning i Unionen for
Medelhavet (Union for the Mediterranean, UfM), och dess parlamentariska
forsamling 6vergick till att heta Parlamentariska forsamlingen for Unionen for
Medelhavet (Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean,
PA-UfM).

PA-UfM var ursprungligen en moétesplats for parlamentariker fran de ddva-
rande EU-lédnderna och de sa kallade partnerldnderna Algeriet, Egypten, Israel,
Jordanien, Libanon, Marocko, palestinska myndigheten, Syrien, Tunisien och
Turkiet. Numera ingar dven Albanien, Bosnien och Hercegovina, Kroatien,
Mauretanien, Monaco, Montenegro och Libyen i samarbetet. Férsamlingen
bestar av 280 ledamoter, och platserna har fordelats mellan de olika nationella
parlamenten inom respektive utanfor EU samt Europaparlamentet. Mélet &r att
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skapa ett omrade runt Medelhavet med fred och stabilitet, delat vdlstand och
forstarkt samarbete i sociala och kulturella fragor samt i miljéfragor. Till dags
dato dr det ett av mycket fa forum for méten mellan Israel och delar av arab-
vérlden.

PA-UfM:s arbete bedrivs i fem permanenta fackutskott som har ansvar for
att folja och utvirdera sina respektive omraden inom Euromedomradet — ut-
skottet for politik, sdkerhet och ménskliga rattigheter (politiska utskottet),
utskottet for ekonomiska, finansiella och sociala fragor samt utbildning (eko-
nomiska utskottet), utskottet for energi, miljo och vatten (miljoutskottet),
utskottet for forbattrad livskvalitet, utbyte mellan civilsamhéllen och kultur
(kulturutskottet) samt utskottet for kvinnors réttigheter (kvinnoutskottet).
Varje utskott bestar av 56 medlemmar, varav 28 &r fran medlemslédnderna i
Medelhavsomradet, 19 fran nationella parlament inom EU och 9 &r medlem-
mar fradn Europaparlamentet. Varje utskott véljer en ordforande och tre vice
ordforande for en tvdarsperiod. Varje utskott leds av en parlamentariker fran
nagot av medlemsldnderna alternativt frdn Europaparlamentet. Vid sidan av
utskotten finns en arbetsgrupp med uppgift att se dver organisationens arbets-
ordning.

Utskotten mots som mest fyra ganger per ar for att behandla relevanta te-
man och enas om utkast till reckommendationer inom sina respektive sakomra-
den. Eventuella beslut fattas huvudsakligen med konsensus.

Rekommendationerna antas dérefter vid férsamlingssessionen, varefter de
vidarebefordras till regeringssidan av samarbetet (UfM) som forslag pa atgér-
der. Forsamlingssessionen dr organisationens hogsta beslutande organ och
sammantrider en gang per &r.

Ordférandeskapet for PA-UfM 1i sin helhet roterar pd drsbasis, och i april
2018 overgick det frén Egyptens parlament till Europaparlamentet. Den sd kal-
lade byrén dr ansvarig for att koordinera organisationens arbete och foretrida
den i relationerna med andra institutioner. Ibland sammantréder byran i utvid-
gat format, d& dven de olika utskottens respektive ordforande deltar. Byran
bestar av fyra medlemmar valda for en fyraarsperiod: tva utsedda av partner-
landerna i sodra Medelhavsomradet, en utsedd fran ett medlemsparlament i
EU och en utsedd av Europaparlamentet. Europaparlamentet dr permanent
medlem i byrén, och dess funktion &r att representera forsamlingen och koor-
dinera arbetet. Under 2018 var Egypten, Italien, Turkiet och Europaparlamen-
tet byrans medlemmar.

Ett mindre sekretariat for PA-UfM finns i Europaparlamentets lokaler i
Bryssel. Darutover stdds ordforandelandet av en sekretariatsfunktion i det
egna parlamentet.

Byrén beslutade dock vid ett byraméte den 13 juli 2018 i Bryssel om att
etablera ett permanent sekretariat i Rom. En kortlista pa tre stdder hade tagits
fram — Istanbul, Marseille och Rom — som alla ansdkt om att sta vérd for det
permanenta sekretariatet. Arbetet med valet av plats for sekretariatet hade pa-
borjats redan i samband med det egyptiska ordférandeskapet, men da byrans
medlemmar begért mer tid for att utvirdera de tre ansokningarna hade beslutet
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skjutits upp, och vid métet i Bryssel valdes Rom sedan enhélligt som plats for
det nya sekretariatet.

2 Verksamheten 2018

Under forsta delen av 2018 holl PA-UfM-delegationen delegationsméten i
riksdagen vid flera tillfdllen. Motena dgnades till stor del at substansfragor och
forberedelser infor PA-UfM:s arliga forsamlingssession i Egypten, utskotts-
moten samt studieresor. Det huvudsakliga arbetet inom PA-UfM och for den
svenska delegationen utfors infor och under den arliga férsamlingssessionen.
Nedan f6ljer en rapport fran denna session samt utskottsarbetet.

2.1 Utskottsarbetet

Det 6kade antalet medlemslénder i kombination med det ofdrindrade antalet
platser i den parlamentariska férsamlingen ledde till en stadgedndring 2014.
Denna slér fast att EU:s medlemsstater kan delta i tre av fem fackutskott. Fran
den svenska delegationens sida har man primért deltagit i politiska utskottet,
ekonomiska utskottet och kvinnoutskottet.

Precis som tidigare ar blev det fa utskottsmoten inom PA-UfM under 2018,
och antalet méten varierade mellan utskotten. De svenska ledamoéterna deltog
under 2018 enbart i de utskottsmoten som lag i anslutning till férsamlings-
sessionen med undantag for ett méte: politiska utskottets mote i Strasbourg
den 7 februari 2018, dir ledamoten Amir Adan (M) deltog.

2.1.1 Politiska utskottet

Vid det politiska utskottets mote i Strasbourg, Frankrike, den 7 februari 2018
ndrvarade parlamentariker fran 16 medlemsldnder samt Europaparlamentet:
Algeriet, Bosnien och Hercegovina, Bulgarien, Cypern, Egypten, Europapar-
lamentet, Israel, Italien, Jordanien, Lettland, Malta, Marocko, Palestina, Spa-
nien, Sverige, Tunisien och Turkiet. Huvudfragan vid métet var det egyptiska
resolutionsforslaget om parlamentens roll for att motverka terrorism, som for-
beredelse infor den arliga sessionen i Egypten, och en diskussion om dgmnet
holls vid métet. Temat framholls som mycket angeldget med tanke pé att
terrorism har blivit mer omfattande och &r ett hot mot enskilda ménniskors liv
och frihet. Vikten av att samarbeta Gver nationsgrénser for att forebygga atten-
tat understroks, liksom vikten av att parlamentariker arbetar for att sprida kun-
skap och medvetenhet om olika kulturer samt missuppfattningar om olika
religioner.

Det konstaterades ocksa att det dr angeldget hur ldnder arbetar med hem-
viandande IS-krigare.

2018/19:RS2
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2.2 Forsamlingssessionen och antagna rekommendationer

Det huvudsakliga arbetet inom PA-UfM och for den svenska delegationen ut-
fordes infor och under den érliga forsamlingssessionen i Kairo. PA-UfM:s
14:e forsamlingssession dgde rum i Kairo den 28-29 april 2018 under egyp-
tiskt ordforandeskap.

Den svenska delegationen foretraddes vid sessionen i Kairo av delegations-
ledare Eva Lohman (M), Kalle Olsson (S) och Amir Adan (M). Fore resan
briefades delegationen i Sverige av Egyptens ambassador Alaa Hegazy vid ett
lunchméte, samt dven av UD vid ett forberedande delegationsméte. Bitra-
dande MENA-chefen vid UD, Ann Mawe, samt Egyptenhandldggaren vid
UD, Moa Linjer, informerade vid detta mote om aktuella fragor i Egypten.

2.2.1 Forsamlingssessionen

Huvudtemat for sessionen var bekdmpandet av terrorism i Euromedomrédet,
vilket debatterades i forsamlingssessionen dér alla parlamentariker deltog.
Forsamlingssessionen 0ppnades av talmannen for Egyptens representanthus,
Ali Abdel Aal, som stod vérd och tillika president for forsamlingen.

Vid métet i Kairo deltog delegationer frdn Albanien, Algeriet, Osterrike,
Belgien, Bosnien och Hercegovina, Bulgarien, Kroatien, Cypern, Danmark,
Estland, Egypten, Europaparlamentet, Finland, Frankrike, Tyskland, Grek-
land, Ungern, Italien, Jordanien, Lettland, Litauen, Luxemburg, Malta, Ma-
rocko, Polen, Portugal, Ruménien, Slovenien, Spanien, Sverige, Tunisien,
Turkiet samt organisationerna UfM och Parliamentary Assembly of the Medi-
terranean (Pam).

Representanter for PA-UfM:s byrd som deltog var David-Maria Sassoli,
vice talman for Europaparlamentet, Maria Edera Spadoni, vice talman for Ita-
liens deputeradekammare, samt Ali Ercoskun, medlem av Turkiets national-
forsamling.

I samband med sessionen 6verldmnades ordférandeskapet for forsamlingen
fran Egypten till Europaparlamentet. Europaparlamentets vice talman David-
Maria Sassoli hdll ett tal i samband med &verldmnandet och informerade om
att Europaparlamentet arbetade med att etablera ett nytt sekretariat i samband
med det nya ordférandeskapet. I sekretariatet skulle en generalsekreterare
ingd, och en forsta huvuduppgift var att se ndrmare pa de ekonomiska behoven
inom organisationen.

Vid forsamlingssessionen i Kairo godkénde forsamlingen ocksa beslutet att
stirka bandet med UfM:s séte i Barcelona. Det beslutades dven att PA-UfM:s
byra tillsammans med politiska utskottets ordférande, skulle genomfora en
faltresa till Israel och Palestina, for att méta sina politiska motsvarigheter.

2.2.2 Antagna rekommendationer

Vid varje forsamlingssession presenterar vart och ett av PA-UfM:s utskott ett
forslag till en gemensam rekommendation inom ramen for sitt respektive
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politikomrade, varefter férsamlingen ska godkénna forslaget. Rekommendat-
ionerna riktar sig till medlemslédndernas regeringar, UfM och andra relevanta
aktorer i regionen.

Sessionen i Kairo f6ljde ett traditionellt uppldgg med utskottsmoten under
den forsta dagen under vilka utkasten till arets rekommendationer diskuterades
for att senare kunna antas vid férsamlingssessionen som dgde rum under dag
tva.

Vid sessionen 2018 presenterade fyra av de fem utskotten forslag pa re-
kommendationer, vilka godkéndes av forsamlingen. Medlemslédnderna enades
bland annat om ut6kat samarbete mellan medlemsparlamenten i Medelhavs-
landerna och Europa for att bekidmpa terrorism och valdsam extremism. Aven
internationellt samarbete inom migrations- och flyktingfragor stod hogt pa
agendan for debatterna. Andra fragor pa agendan var den digitala revolutionen,
utbildning och skapande av arbetstillfdllen i Euromedomradet. Nedan foljer en
kort sammanfattning av det huvudsakliga innehéllet.

2.2.3 Politiska utskottet

Politiska utskottets uppgift &r att folja situationen kring sidkerhet och méansk-
liga réttigheter i Medelhavsregionen. Tidigare ar har utskottet fokuserat pa hot
mot regionen skapade av vildsam extremism, gett reckommendationer om po-
litiskt samarbete mellan medlemsldnderna samt §vervakat situationen i Syrien.

Amir Adan (M) foljde arbetet i det politiska utskottet, som antog rekom-
mendationen om the role of the Mediterranean parliaments in combating
terrorism and preventing violent extremism”. Parlamentarikerna kom 6verens
om att arbeta for att utveckla nationella strategier och forstirkt lagstiftning for
att forebygga terrorism och extremism och att samarbeta dver nationsgréin-
serna. Rekommendationen manar bland annat PA-UfM:s medlemsstater att
stirka réttsliga och polisidra samarbeten och pétalar vikten av att utbyta data
och information inom terrorismomréadet samt att utvdrdera existerande natio-
nella antiterrorismstrategier. Rekommendationen understryker ocksé behovet
av ett ndrmare samarbete inom kulturomrédet och interreligids dialog, vikten
av att forbéttra unga ménniskors integration i olika delar av samhillet och
skapa arbetstillfillen for unga samt den fundamentala roll som skolor har i
arbetet for att motverka valdsam extremism.

2.2.4 Ekonomiska utskottet

Ekonomiska utskottets uppgift ér att folja den socioekonomiska situationen i
Medelhavsregionen. Tidigare har utskottet fokuserat pa hallbar utveckling,
skapande av arbetstillfillen och innovation som nyckelfaktorer i Euromed-
partnerskapet. Eva Lohman (M) f6ljde utskottets arbete under sessionen i
Kairo. Temat for arets rekommendation fran ekonomiska utskottet var ”Digital
Revolution, Education and Job Creation in the Euro-Mediterranean Region”.
Rekommendationen patalar vikten av att anvénda alla de fordelar som den nya
digitala eran for med sig, att minska sociala och geografiska hinder, frimja
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vetenskap och forskning samt att prioritera resurser for hdgre utbildning som
en del i arbetet for héllbar utveckling. Att dven prioritera utbildningsinsatser
for flyktingar och migranter framholls, sarskilt for barn och unga, vilket bidrar
till deras integration.

2.2.5 Miljéutskottet

Miljoutskottet, som arbetar med energi, miljo och vatten, ansvarar for fragor
som ror skydd av kustndra och marina ekosystem, arbete for att minska for-
oreningar samt projekt inom turism och industrier. Utskottet fokuserar ocksa
pd genomforandet av Mediterranean Solar Plan, vattenhantering och
situationen i Jordandalen. Utskottet arbetar ocks&d med skapandet av marina
parker i Medelhavsregionen, skydd av marina miljoer samt avfallshantering i
kust-regionerna kring Medelhavsomradet. Utskottet antog ingen rekommen-
dation vid sessionen i Kairo. I stillet godkdnde plenarforsamlingen utskottets
forslag att skapa en arbetsgrupp for att arbeta med ett nytt utkast till rekom-
mendation infor ndstkommande session.

2.2.6 Kulturutskottet

Kulturutskottets uppgift ar att frimja interkulturellt utbyte mellan ldnderna i
Medelhavsomradet och Europa. Tidigare ar har utskottet fokuserat pa mobili-
tet for studenter i regionen samt konstnérliga utbyten inom omraden sadsom
film, media och andra konstnérliga produktioner. Titeln f6r den rekommen-
dation som utskottet antog vid sessionen i Kairo 16d ”Consolidating the values
of tolerance and dialogue between cultures for combating extremism and
terrorism”.

2.2.7 Kvinnoutskottet

Kvinnoutskottet arbetar for att uppmérksamma jamstélldhetsfragor for social
och ekonomisk utveckling i partnerldnderna. Kalle Olsson (S) f6ljde arbetet i
kvinnoutskottet, som antog rekommendationen om “The role of women in
combating radicalization, extremism, violence and terrorism in the Euro-Med
region”. Rekommendationen uppmérksammade bland annat kvinnors viktiga
roll i arbetet mot radikalisering och terrorism och efterlyser atgirder for att ge
kvinnor storre makt i forebyggande arbete och att utbilda kvinnor i att upp-
mirksamma tecken pa radikalisering, sdrskilt bland barn och unga. Rekom-
mendationen understryker ocksa behovet av att sprida en kultur byggd pa to-
lerans genom utbildning i skolorna.

2.3 Toppméte for medlemslinderna

For femte gangen sedan PA-UfM:s tillkomst anordnades ett toppméte for
medlemsldndernas talmén och delegationsledare i anslutning till férsamlings-
sessionen. Tidigare talmansméten har dgt rum i Marseille 2011, Lissabon 2015
— vid vilket vice talman Tobias Billstrom deltog — och i Tanger 2016 — vid
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vilket delegationens ordférande Olle Thorell (S) deltog. Vid métet 2017 i Rom
deltog inte Sverige. Vid 2018 ars talmansmoéte for medlemsléandernas talmén
och delegationsledare representerades riksdagen av delegationsledare Eva
Lohman (M) som hdll ett huvudanforande. Anférandet belyste bland annat
vikten av 6ppenhet och samarbete mellan ldnder for att motverka terrorism och
véldsam extremism och utdkat samarbete for att identifiera och hantera
hemvindande terrorister. Att stirka lagstiftning mot pengatvitt och
finansiering av terrorism togs ocksé upp med Sveriges forebyggande arbete
inom omradet som exempel. En deklaration antogs av talmdnnen vid
sessionens sista dag i vilken bland annat de ovanndmnda utmaningarna togs
itu med. Talménnen uttryckte i deklarationen sitt stdd for utdkat samarbete
mellan medlemsldnderna samt utbyte av expertis och bista praxis och
uppmanade medlemslédnderna att utveckla nationella strategier och stérkt
lagstiftning for att forhindra terrorism och extremism.

2.4 Studiebesoksprogram i Egypten

I samband med resan deltog den svenska delegationen i ett studiebesdkspro-
gram den 2627 april anordnat av svenska ambassaden i Kairo. Ledamdterna
motte bland annat representanter for civilsamhillet, internationella och na-
tionella organisationer och foretag som arbetar med jamstélldhetsfragor, eko-
nomisk reform, entreprendrskap, innovation och sysselséttning i Egypten.
Bland annat moétte delegationen organisationerna New Women Foundation
och Nazra for Feminist Studies som arbetar for att frimja jamstélldhet i Egyp-
ten. Delegationen deltog dven i ett rundabordssamtal med tema ekonomisk
reform med representanter for Europeiska banken for ateruppbyggnad och ut-
veckling, Internationella finansieringsbolaget, Internationella arbetsorganisa-
tionen och det egyptiska foretaget Mermaid Startup Company. Ett besdk
gjordes ocksé i Alexandria for méten med Svenska institutet och besdk vid
biblioteket i Alexandria, ”Bibliotheca Alexandrina”. Sveriges ambassador i
Egypten, Jan Thesleff, stod vdrd for en middagsbriefing med tema
jamstdlldhet, med representanter for bland andra FN:s utvecklingsprogram
UNDP, FN:s befolkningsfond UNFPA, FN:s flyktingkommissariat UNHCR,
National Council for Women och FN:s enhet for jamstdlldhet och kvinnors
egenmakt UN Women. Efter resan bjods delegationen till Egyptens residens i
Djursholm for ett uppfoljande lunchméte med ambassador Alaa Hegazy.

2.5 Motesprogram i Tunisien

PA-UfM-delegationen genomforde dven en studieresa till Tunisien den 11-12
april 2018. Delegationen har under aren upparbetat goda kontakter med landet
via tunisiska ambassaden i Stockholm, och syftet med resan var att studera de
framsteg och den utveckling som skett efter den arabiska varen samt jamstélld-
hetsfrigor, och att via méten i parlamentet utveckla det parlamentariska utby-
tet mellan riksdagen och det tunisiska parlamentet. Sveriges ambassad i Tunis
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samordnade programmet och ambassador Fredrik Florén tog emot delega-
tionen. Ledamdterna Olle Thorell (S), Eva Lohman (M) och Amir Adan (M)
medverkade i studieresan. I programmet ingick bland annat méte med talman-
nen i parlamentets representanthus, Mohamed Ennaceur, statssekreteraren vid
Tunisiens utrikesdepartement, Sabri Bachtobju, forra finansministern Elyes
Fakhfekh samt den tidigare presidenten for National Constituent Assembly,
Mustapha Ben Jaafer. Delegationen métte ocksa presidenten for valkommis-
sionen (Instance Supérieure Indépendante pour les Elections, ISIE), Tlili
Mansri, presidenten for sanningskommissionen (Instance Vérité et Dignité,
IVD), Sihem Ben Sedrine, samt presidenten for antikorruptionsbyran (In-
stance Nationale de Lutte Contre la Corruption, Inlucc), Chawki Tabib. Civil-
samhdllet och jamstélldhetsfragor var ett framtridande tema under besoket.
Innan resan dgde rum bjdds delegationen till en forberedande middagsbriefing
hos Tunisiens ambassador i Stockholm, Moez Mehdi Mahmoudi.

2.6 Ovriga méten

Medlemskapet 1 PA-UfM har varit en plattform for delegationsmedlemmarna
dér de kan nétverka och skapa samarbeten med aktorer savil i Sverige som i
regionen, savil gemensamt i delegationen som i egenskap av enskilda ledamo-
ter. Delegationen fortsatte under véren 2018 arbetet med att bjuda in till ar-
betslunchmoten med Stockholmsbaserade ambassadorer fran regionen — detta
for att hitta kontaktytor i regionen for att utbyta tankar och idéer om samar-
betet. Lunchmdéten dgde rum i riksdagen med Israels ambassador Ilan Ben-
Dov den 14 mars och Palestinas ambassadér Hala Husni Fariz den 15 mars.

Delegationen har dértill under aret haft en dialog med Utrikesdepartementet
och Sida for att inhdmta information om aktuella frigor — delegationen briefa-
des vid ett delegationsméte av Sida som informerade om myndighetens sam-
arbete med UfM och aktuella projekt inom sektorer sasom regional ekonomisk
utveckling, gransoverskridande vattenresurser, miljo, energi och klimat samt
kvinnors réttigheter.

Ett seminarium planerades ocksd av PA-UfM-delegationen infor den 16
maj 2018 pa temat kvinnor som fredsbyggare — kvinnors roll och deltagande i
fred och konflikt i Mellandstern, med inbjudna panelister fran organisation-
erna Operation 1325 och Kvinna till kvinna, men detta fick skjutas upp till ett
senare datum.

Den 19 april 2018 deltog delegationen dven sedvanligt i den &rliga debatten
i kammaren om delegationens arsredogorelse for 2017.

3 Framatblickande

Under 2019 kommer riksdagen att fortsitta att f6lja PA-UfM:s verksamhet och
arbete men inte aktivt att delta i ndgra moten. Den érliga sessionen kommer
2019 att dga rum i Strasbourg, den 13—14 februari, d4 Europaparlamentet star
som vird. I samband med att Europaparlamentet 6vertog ordférandeskapet vid
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den 14:e forsamlingssessionen i Kairo i april 2018 redovisades prioriteringar
for det kommande ordférandeskapsaret — fokusfragor som framholls var mi-
grationsfragor och utékade samarbeten inom omradet genom parlamentarisk
diplomati, liksom sékerhetspolitiska fragor samt ekonomiskt samarbete.

4 Den svenska delegationen

Efter en dndring i riksdagsordningen utses PA-UfM-delegationen numera av
talmannen efter samradd med gruppledarna, till skillnad mot tidigare da den
utsdgs av riksdagsstyrelsen. Den svenska delegationen véljs for en mandat-
period, det vill sdga fyra ar. Delegationen har bestitt av tre ordinarie
ledaméter, varav en dr ordforande och en vice ordférande, samt tre sup-
pleanter. Den se-naste delegationen utségs efter valet 2014 och bestod av de
ordinarie ledamdterna Olle Thorell (S) som delegationsordforande, Ulrika
Karlsson i Uppsala (M) som vice delegationsordférande samt Yasmine
Larsson (S). Ersittare var Adnan Dibrani (S), Amir Adan (M) och Kalle
Olsson (S). Under 2017 avsa sig dock Ulrika Karlsson (M) sin plats i delega-
tionen och ersattes av Eva Lohman (M), som formellt valdes in som ordinarie
medlem och vice delegationsordforande i januari 2018, fram till dess att ett
nytt riksdagsval hélls.
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Recommendation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean

on the role of the Mediterranean parliaments in combating terrorism and preventing

violent extremism

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean,

1.

Considers terrorism to pose a common threat to peace and security, social cohesion,
democracy, the rule of law and human rights, and to the safety of the citizens and of
all those residing in the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) member states, and
stresses that this requires resolute and coordinated action by states and international
actors to prevent and combat this phenomenon, with full respect for the fundamental
rights and freedoms guaranteed in international law, in particular in international
human rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian law;

Affirms that terrorism, in all its forms and manifestations, constitutes one of the most
serious threats to international peace and security, and that any acts of terrorism are
criminal and unjustifiable regardless of their motivations, whenever, wherever and by
whomsoever committed, and remains determined to contribute further to enhancing
the effectiveness of the overall effort to fight this scourge on a global level;

Notes that the terrorist threat not only has a direct impact on the security of citizens of
the countries targeted by terrorist attacks, but also upsets the economic and social
balance in the countries concerned;

Believes that in order to combat terrorism effectively, the UfM member states must
reach a common and precise definition of what qualifies a terrorist act, rising above
political nuances, national context and foreign policy priorities and not associating it
with particular religions, cultures or movements;

Emphasises that regional crises, foreign occupation, political chaos, the lack of
democratic freedoms, social inequality and exclusion, human rights violations, the
lack of opportunities - both educational and professional - and widespread poverty
could undermine the resilience of societies in combating terrorism and facilitate the
spread of extremist ideologies, the recruitment of young people by extremist and
terrorist organisations and, consequently, be among the root causes of violent
extremism and acts of terrorism;

Reaffirms its unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and practices of terrorism
and violent extremism conducive to terrorism, as well as the glorification of the
perpetrators of terrorist acts;

Believes that a purely security-based approach to the fight against terrorism is counter-
productive; notes, in this regard, that human rights violations resulting from counter-
terrorism measures fuel the recruitment efforts of violent extremists; stresses,
therefore, that any effective counter-terrorism strategy should be consistent with the
protection of human rights;

Believes that, in order to combat terrorism effectively, a coordinated response and
monitoring strategy, as well as a prevention strategy, are needed immediately, and that
it is also essential to develop, without delay, a broad long-term plan to tackle its deep-
seated causes through the promotion of harmonious socio-economic development,
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youth-tailored strategies and investment in education and vocational training, as well
as institution building, in particular, in the judicial system;

Expresses its concern about the normalisation of exceptional national security and
emergency powers within ordinary legal systems in a number of UfM member states;
notes that such developments risk, among other things, undermining the vibrancy of
civil society and legitimate political dissent, as well as negatively affecting the rights
of vulnerable and minority groups;

. Points out that the terrorist threat has increased and rapidly evolved in recent years in

connection with cross-border criminal networks, trafficking in human beings, drugs
and weapons, and that, over the past years, major humanitarian crises and military
conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa region have created a security vacuum
and a breeding ground for the terrorist recruitment of young people; points out that
individuals referred to as ‘foreign terrorist fighters’ travel abroad for the purpose of
terrorism, and on returning to their home countries constitute a heightened security
threat to all the UfM member states; stresses the need to detect returning foreign
terrorist fighters and the need to create and implement tailor-made rehabilitation and
reintegration programmes for those who cannot be prosecuted, thus addressing the
root causes of foreign terrorist fighters’ alienation, recruitment and departure, as well
as reducing any further threat posed by violent extremism;

. Expresses solidarity with the victims of terrorism and considers that priority should be

accorded to upholding their rights and to actions aimed at ensuring their protection and
recognition;

. Urges the UfM member states to strengthen judicial and police cooperation and the

exchange of data and information in the field of combating terrorism, while respecting
and upholding basic principles of human rights and the rule of law; calls for the
establishment of appropriate training for police officers in the field of fundamental
rights, and thus promoting a converging security and judicial culture; requests to be
informed immediately on the effectiveness of current tools and on proposals aimed at
stepping up cooperation between the UfM member states;

. Urges the UfM member states to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the existing

counter-terrorism and security measures, in particular, as regards their respect for
human rights and civil liberties, as enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union and the Arab Charter on Human Rights; reiterates its firm demand
for democratic and judicial oversight and accountability mechanisms as regards
counter-terrorism policies; stresses, furthermore, that violations of fundamental rights
need to be investigated and redressed and that new forms of democratic scrutiny to be
exercised by the Mediterranean parliaments need to be developed; calls on the
authorities of the UfM member states to respect the prohibition of torture as it is most
notably enshrined in the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which most of them have signed and ratified;

. Calls on the governments of the UfM member states to continue their efforts to

prevent and combat extremist ideology and incitement to violence, terrorism and
extremism leading to terrorism by coordinating their action, sharing information and
good practices and implementing these policies according to their own needs,
objectives and capacities, on the strength of their own experience; believes that the
UM should, where appropriate, support the national, regional and local authorities in
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developing joint prevention policies targeting, in particular, young people and the
most underprivileged sectors of society, acknowledging, in particular, the importance
of women’s role and inclusion in the prevention of violent extremism leading to
terrorist acts; underlines the fact that discrimination reinforces patterns of violence and
extremism; stresses that equality and non-discrimination standards must be
complemented by specific policy strategies to address all forms of racism, including
Islamophobia;

Notes that violent extremism is not to be associated with any one ideology or faith but
may occur within any of them; stresses that the exchange of best practices among the
UfM Member States is essential in order to counter the increase of terrorist
radicalisation in prisons; notes that the Mediterranean parliaments could also share
best practices on the implementation of youth awareness programmes concerning
online hate speech and the risks that it represents, as well as promoting powerful and
attractive narratives to counter hate speech and violent extremism online, and work
closely with civil society organisations for the purposes of reinforcing the channels for
distributing and promoting democratic and non-violent discourse;

Considers that any strategy for combating terrorism requires enhanced parliamentary
oversight from UfM parliaments, with adequate means and serious powers to carry out
investigations and make binding decisions; feels, in addition, that parliaments should
be fully and regularly involved in establishing and implementing measures for
preventing and combating terrorism and able to verify the actual effectiveness of the
measures adopted, including as regards their impact on human rights and fundamental
freedoms, the achievement of objectives and the real cost of the initiatives taken;

Considers that, in order to increase the effectiveness of the fight against terrorism, the
UfM member states should put in place a permanent network for exchange of
information and best practices between anti-terrorist partner centres in the
Mediterranean countries; welcomes, in this respect, the recent launch of negotiations
with several Mediterranean countries aimed at ensuring a regular exchange of data
between Europol and the national authorities in those countries in the field of
combating terrorism and organised crime; calls on the UfM member states, in the
framework of their counter-terrorism cooperation, to focus their efforts on police and
judicial cooperation in order to enhance synergies in the region in the fight against
financing of terrorism;

Considers that combating the trafficking of weapons should be a priority for the
Mediterranean countries in fighting serious and organised international crime;
believes, in particular, that cooperation needs to be strengthened further as regards
information exchange mechanisms and the traceability and destruction of prohibited
weapons;

Calls on the UfM member states to improve the monitoring of suspicious financial
movements, with due regard for the principle of proportionality and respect for
privacy, since terrorist organisations have also begun to explore and make use of
crypto-currencies, points out the need to adopt all necessary measures to ensure
constant monitoring regarding this new financial tool;

Undertakes to ensure the bolstering of national legislation in the field of money
laundering, targeting in particular and curbing sources of terrorism financing and all
forms of promoting terrorism as well as the criminalisation of the payment of ransoms;
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

points out that international cooperation in this field should also focus more closely on
strengthening financial control systems and public administrations in the UfM member
states so as to enable them to participate more effectively in combating financial crime
and illicit activities connected with terrorism; calls for steps to be taken to improve the
exchange of data and information with partner countries with the aim of detecting
terrorist activities and other illegal activities; calls on UfM member states to cooperate
with the countries at risk of becoming sanctuaries for terrorist groups, as well as with
companies operating there, in order to reduce and eliminate any possibility of the
payment of ransoms and to protect their personnel;

Encourages the exchange of good practices and greater police cooperation in order to
better combat trafficking in cultural property and to better coordinate actions between
UfM member states; calls, furthermore, on UfM member states to strengthen their
cooperation with international organisations, such as the United Nations, UNESCO,
Interpol, the World Customs Organisation and the International Council of Museums,
in order to step up the fight against the illicit trafficking in cultural property as a
means of financing terrorism;

Points out that, since terrorism is a global crime, the effective response to it must also
be a global and holistic one, with coordination between financial institutions, law
enforcement agencies and judicial bodies and exchange of relevant information on
natural and legal persons and suspicious activity being absolutely vital, bearing in
mind that the protection of personal data and respect for privacy are important
fundamental rights; stresses that the key element of the fight against terrorism is to cut
off its sources of financing, including through the hidden circuits of fraud and tax
evasion, money laundering and tax havens;

Stresses that closer cooperation in the field of culture and inter religious dialogue,
including with a view to preventing the destruction of places of worship and allowing
free access to their followers, as well as spreading the values of tolerance and
moderation, can help bring together the countries on either side of the Mediterranean
and create a strong barrier to the rise of discrimination and, in particular, racial
discrimination, xenophobia, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism, Christianophobia, and the
incitement to violence and terrorism while promoting sustainable socio—economic and
human development throughout the Mediterranean;

Recalls the urgent need to improve young people’s social integration and
employability, as these are the major challenges facing the region and are vehicles for
stabilisation, prosperity and security; recalls, furthermore, that today’s problems
relating to the employability of young people in both the southern and northern
Mediterranean are of the same nature and require responses that are jointly formulated
in the framework of an efficient multilateral cooperation body such as the UfM;

Recalls the important role of education and schools in the prevention of violent
extremism; calls on UfM member states to guarantee the right to a quality education
that is open and accessible to all, especially girls, in order to promote critical thinking,
values of tolerance, respect for others and non-discrimination;

Points out that extremism leading to terrorism is not a new phenomenon; notes,
however, that its most recent manifestations, its scale and the use of new
communication tools have bred new problems which require that an approach be taken
that encompasses the immediate risks that the violent extremism poses to security and
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the deep seated causes of that extremism, and which brings together all the social
groups and actors concerned by this phenomenon; urges the UfM member states to
take measures to tackle online violent extremism in cooperation with the internet
industry and social media networks;

Calls on the UfM member states and the European Union to introduce effective
measures to combat the dissemination on the internet, social networks and television
channels of content that incites to and promotes terrorism, while ensuring full respect
for the freedom of expression; calls for the establishment of adequate procedural
safeguards and oversight of interception and surveillance by state authorities in order
to ensure that fundamental rights and freedoms, including respect for private life, are
ensured; considers it essential, moreover, that urgent steps be taken to protect the
victims of such hate propaganda;

Emphasises the need to ensure that in the use of remotely piloted aircraft in counter-
terrorism operations, states comply with their obligations under international law,
including human rights law and international humanitarian law; insists, in this regard,
on the importance of ensuring transparency and accountability in this process;

Calls on the Mediterranean parliaments to address violent extremism on the internet,
in particular by working on incentives and legislative measures to promote the
presence of alternative discourses aimed at countering extremist discourses on the
internet; recalls that measures to combat violent extremism on the internet must
respect fundamental freedoms in order to be truly effective;

Stresses that economic and demographic challenges are long-term problems for a
significant number of southern Mediterranean countries, and that they have short-term
implications, such as violent extremism, both in the southern and northern
Mediterranean; calls, therefore, on the Mediterranean parliaments to commit
themselves to pursuing sustainable economic development that provides employment;

. Undertakes to draft a set of recommendations aimed at better coordinating efforts to

combat terrorism and extremism leading to terrorism in all the UfM member states; is
convinced that the root causes of violent extremism should be addressed by UfM
member states while remaining in full respect of human rights and international law.
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Recommendation of the Committee on Economic and Financial Affairs, Social Affairs
and Education of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean on
the role of the Digital Revolution, Education and Job Creation in the Euro-
Mediterranean Region.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean,

Over the past few years, we have witnessed a shift in Europe from traditional
sectors to digital economy which has an impact on our everyday lives and presents
growth potential for SMEs and industries. Therefore, it would be relevant to
promote the potential of digitalisation, by closing the digital gap and combatting
geographical and social barriers, in the emerging markets for developing innovative
business models, creating new jobs for young people and offering a new range of
connected and smart devices and services.

Bearing in mind the importance of digital data, artificial intelligence and big data,
with all the beneficial consequences and risks that they entail, believes it fundamental to
evaluate their impacts and direct their advantages towards not only education and
employment, but also health and social protection.

Encourages the use of new technologies in teaching and learning processes and believes
that technological development should go hand-in-hand with cultural development,
accompanying ethics in the workplace, respect for human beings and improvements in
peoples’ social conditions. It also means encouraging people to get access to digital services
like digital health or tele-health services, public or private, through active information
campaigns and supporting actions to help people to acquire digital skills, e.g. through digital
literacy programs. These awareness campaigns and trainings could help people to
understand how to use digital devices safely and how to ensure the privacy of their data.

Suggests to Member States that they develop civic and political training in school curricula,
introducing the values of respect for differences, democracy and cultural and religious
freedom. The importance of clarifying the distinction between difference and inequality is
highlighted. Stresses, furthermore, the important role of cultural diplomacy, education and
cultural exchange in strengthening a common core of universal values.

Invites Member States to work together to share responsibilities and projects to better
integrate young people who are in a situation of social exclusion, in particular in vulnerable
and isolated areas. Inclusive education and cohesive development for societies, the
balanced development of territories are the best prevention for situations of exclusion,
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6.

=

6.2.

8.

10.

radicalisation, extremism and terrorism. Education and social and economic settings are the
best defence against extremist and violent ideologies.

.Reiterates the importance of education as a need and priority for all refugees and migrants,

particularly children and young people. It therefore emphasizes the social benefit for the
Euro-Mediterranean Region that would come from refugee and migrant children and young
people having the opportunity to access education and be sufficiently integrated into the
education systems, and to access study grants under equal conditions as young nationals of
each country.

Welcomes the Declaration adopted at the Union for the Mediterranean Ministerial
Conference on Strengthening the Role of Women in Society, held in Cairo on 27 November
2017, and encourages Member States to actively support women and girls to seize the
opportunities brought by the digital revolution.

Highlights the importance of science and scientific research, as well as the sustainability of
funding for higher education and science and technology systems as a road towards
countries’ sustained development, on a path that values knowledge, culture and qualified
employment. Encourages Member States to work together to overcome the innovation gap
and promote new industrial digital champions in the region. Stable working conditions are
fundamental to pursuing academic ends. Recognises the role of science and research as
soft-power tools in European external relations; highlights that scientific and cultural
exchanges contribute to capacity building and conflict resolution; urges to foster the
development of an ambitious science diplomacy.

Encourages all Member States to set attendance targets for the different levels of training
that are ambitious but also realistic, promoting, in a regular and sustained manner,
improvements in peoples’ qualification.

Recalls that the Euro-Mediterranean area has a shared history, an eternal geography and it
is necessary to deepen closeness between peoples. It therefore encourages governments
and supranational leaders to develop academic mobility programmes in order to foster
intercultural dialogue, like those developed by the CIHEAM (International Center for
Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies) so that new generations can live the
“Mediterranean experience”, can better know the diversity and the common roots of
cultures in the Mediterranean area and promote values of tolerance, as well as create
youth employability projects among the Member States of the north and south
Mediterranean, particularly projects that are based on the intersection of cultures and
identities that thereby add new realities to the Euro-Mediterranean dimension. Asks for
the setting up of mechanisms to facilitate visa access to and from third countries for
cultural professionals, researchers, academics, teachers, students and staff.

Acknowledges that the digitalisation and automation of the economy will make new jobs
appear while others fade away. It therefore urges Member States to be proactive and
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make the most of the opportunity to work for a future where everyone has access to
digital literacy and is digitally included, specifically by encouraging mobility for young
entrepreneurs from young and medium-sized enterprises and structuring programmes
that make it possible to build social and economic bridges by way of these young people.

11.1. Emphasises the importance of public information and awareness-raising policies

regarding the importance of the protection of personal data, as a corollary to the right to
privacy, warning about the risks of cyber-attacks on citizens, companies, institutions and
Member States. Stresses the importance of data protection and the fact that all new digital
technologies must respect personal privacy. In these terms, it notes that the future of the
Euro-Mediterranean Region is one of convergence and implementation of intelligent
policies regarding interconnection and interactivity, investing in technological tools,
making the interests of the region a priority in the face of nationalist and/or individualist
agendas.

11.2. Stresses the importance of a neutral and open internet ensuring freedom of

expression for each citizen as well as media plurality.The Member States must enforce
equality of treatment for all internet data flows.

11.3.  Stresses the fight against cyber-crime for the protection of the countries and citizens.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Advises Member States to work towards a balance between all citizens of the economic
benefits arising from new technological instruments, only accessible by a few. This balance
should occur not only from an economic standpoint, studying new taxation mechanisms
that encourage innovation but guarantee the distribution of social benefits, but also
regarding use of the big data that is owned by public institutions.

Warns of the phenomenon of the lack of reliability of information and news as highlighted
also through the spread of fake news, revealing the need for greater accountability from
information broadcasters but also information receivers. In this respect, increased
attention should be given on developing a critical spirit among school-age children and
young people.

Encourages Member States to pay particular attention to the application of new
technologies and digital to the green economy, through, in particular, the implementation
of ambitious projects on the renewable energies, potentially supported by the Union for
the Mediterranean. The Mediterranean area will be particularly affected if global warming
is not halted and runs the risk of becoming an arid area, and technological evolution only
makes sense it is able to improve the Mediterranean Region, including in environmental
terms.

Recognises legal migration as being fundamental for the economic growth and
demographic sustainability of the Mediterranean basin, valuing their role in cultural and
social heterogeneity, wealth creation, social balance and respect for differences and
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tolerance for others in a region that wishes to live with differences in peace. Heterogeneity
and diversity are competitive advantages for Member States.

16. In the context of the Industry 4.0 (digital revolution/e-production):

e Professional qualifications that will be needed in the field of Industry 4.0 should be
determined by member countries;

e Inline with the determined qualifications, teacher and student curriculums and training
materials should be prepared;

e To increase the mobility of labor among member countries, joint projects should be
conducted.

Countries in Euro-Mediterranean Region should cooperate about program and expert

support in the field of education, student exchange programs and developing sister school

projects among the schools.
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Committee on Women's Rights in the Euro-Mediterranean Countries

Cairo (Egyptian House of Representatives)
28 and 29 April 2018

RECOMMENDATION

on
"The role of women in combating violent extremism and terrorism

in the Euro-Med region"

Chairwoman of the Committee: Ms. Leila CHETTAOUI (Tunisia)
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The Committee on Women's Rights

of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean:

Recognizes the significant and varying roles of women in fighting against radicalization
and terrorism as they constitute the “first line” of protection thanks to their ability to
anticipate and detect this phenomenon in the early years of the child development, and to
identify worrying social and psychosocial behaviors such as anxiety, isolation and
delinquency, and also their particular influence on other women and youth at risk of

violent radicalization;

Calls for empowerment of women (particularly mothers) as prevention protagonists, and
focus training for women (as wives, mothers, community figures) to recognize signs of
radicalization, and adopt techniques to prevent, with a focus on skills such as listening,
communicating, empathizing, and persuading children, ways to recognize and
deconstruct violent extremism narratives, as well as the violent extremists use of social

media, and violent extremists recruitment tactics;

Stresses the urgent need to propagate the culture of tolerance, moderation in educational
and religious institutions, to evaluate the discourse of those responsible for the
management of these institutions, to protect kindergartens from extremist ideology, to
revise teaching systems and methods, to strengthen the participation of schools,
especially teachers, in dialogue with parents on violent extremism issues, and to set up or

expand cadres of female spiritual advisors;

Recommends engaging women at the local level as sources of influence within families
and communities, to build resilience and localized, credible, and effective responses to
violent extremism, and giving greater priority to the process of identifying credible local
partners that will be actively involved in consultative program design and

implementation;

Calls for integration of women in the design, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation
of all policies, laws, procedures, programs and practices related to the countering violent

extremism;



10.

REKOMMENDATION — KVINNOUTSKOTTET ~ BILAGA 3

Stresses the importance of reducing social isolation of the family — particularly women
and children — to strengthen resilience to violent extremism, and promote interaction
between families and authorities, particularly security forces, to enhance information-

sharing, cooperation, and collaborative opportunities for prevention;

Notes the need to ensure the security of women and girls involved in the fight against
violent extremism, including in civil society, taking into account when labeling their

efforts as such might be dangerous or counterproductive;

Affirms that the security for women involved in fighting against violent extremism
efforts is also undermined when human rights, particularly women’s rights, are treated as
“expendable” when responding to violent extremism and terrorist threats, leaving them

susceptible to recruitment and radicalization;

Notes with concern that migrant women in European countries do not enjoy their rights,
which makes them easy prey for terrorist organizations by exploiting their fragile living

conditions;

Draws attention to the danger of the rise of a discourse based on xenophobia, racism,
anti-Semitism and anti- Islam which has become a major concern and a threat to security
and stability, and calls for avoiding the use of political conflicts to feed the extremist

ideology;

. Calls for enhanced coordination between the Euro-Mediterranean countries particularly

in terms of exchanging security information between intelligence agencies, and the need
to control the sources of funding for extremist groups, in order to confront these groups

and to anticipate the implementation of any terrorist operations.

sk sk ok ok ok ok ok
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The Fifth Summit of Speakers of the Parliaments
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the
Mediterranean
Cairo 28April 2018
"Counter-Terrorism in the Euro-Mediterranean Region"

We, the Speakers of the Parliaments of the countries of the
Union for the Mediterranean, meeting in the Fifth Summit of
Speakers of the Parliaments of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Union for the Mediterranean in Cairo on 28 and 29 April
2018 in order to discuss the topic "Counter-Terrorism in the
Euro-Mediterranean Region", agreed on:

1) The necessity to face the tremendous threats resulting from
The escalation of terrorism and the extremism leading to
terrorism in the Euro-Mediterranean region since this
growing phenomenon is still causing death, destruction
and instability in the countries and regions all over the
world where terrorist and criminal groups are active;

2) The importance of promoting cooperation between the
parliaments of the countries of the Union for the
Mediterranean in combating terrorism and the extremism
leading to terrorism in order to exchange expertise and
best practices;

3) The need for a comprehensive approach for fighting
terrorism and the extremism leading to terrorism through
uprooting terrorism and addressing its different causes
within a framework that respects the rule of law and
human rights;

4) Encouraging member states to develop comprehensive
national strategies for fighting terrorism and the extremism

28
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leading to terrorism while according priority to preventing,
combating and confronting terrorist acts;

5) Strong condemnation of all terrorist acts and incitement to
commit terrorist acts, whatever the excuses used in
justifying them are, and stressing that terrorism cannot be
associated with any particular religion, culture or
civilization;

6) Strong condemnation of the extremist ideology instigating
violence and terrorism and recognizing its principal role in
committing the terrorist acts;

7) The importance of enhancing cooperation to address the
phenomenon of the so-called foreign terrorist fighters who
travel to conflict zones for terrorist purposes then return to
their countries of origin or move on to other different
countries, through fostering national legislation as well as
police and judicial cooperation between the countries of
the Union for the Mediterranean;

8) Affirming the importance of strengthening legislations
needed to control terrorism financing and money
laundering and to prevent terrorist organizations from
obtaining their sources of funding through criminal
activities such as organized crime, smuggling and ransom
paymentt

9) Stressing the need to bolster coordination and cooperation
among all institutions of the UfM states to exchange
information and expertise in the field of counter-terrorism
and extremism leading to terrorism¢

10) Emphasizing the importance of preventing the
misuse of information and communication technologies by
terrorists and terrorist organizations, whether in collecting
their donations, promoting their extremist violence-
inciting ideology, recruiting individuals to commit their
terrorist acts. We also emphasize the need to maximize the
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use of social media for the promotion of peace and
convergence of views and the importance of countering
terrorist propaganda and extremist ideology on the Internet
by developing a counter-rhetoric that refutes the content
that incites violence and terrorism on social media¢

11) Calling for the promotion of cultural and educational
cooperation and dialogue among religions and civilizations
between the two shores of the Mediterranean, with a view
to consolidating the concepts of respect for the other and
cultural diversity, especially among young people. This is
particularly important in refuting the ideology of terrorism
and extremism¢

12) Advocating the involvement of various actors in the
fight against terrorism and extremism leading to terrorism
such as clerics, education and culture bodies, relevant civil
society institutions, the media, Internet service providers,
youth, women and others to ensure the implementation of
a comprehensive strategy to combat terrorism and
extremism leading to terrorism in all its aspects¢

13) Expressing solidarity with the victims of terrorism
and the importance of giving priority to defending their
rights and ensuring their welfare¢

14) Focusing on the importance of international and
regional forums and dialogues for cooperation in the fight
against terrorism based on a comprehensive approach to
combating terrorism, which will play an important role in
bringing views together and working towards finding
common solutions among UfM various states¢

15) Requesting the General Secretariat of the Union for
the Mediterranean to continue studying the joint projects
and initiatives that could contribute to enhancing joint
cooperation to combat terrorism and extremism leading to
terrorism.

30 Tryck: Riksdagstryckeriet, Stockholm 2019
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